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The U.S. International Trade Commission 

estimates that it will increase our export of 
goods by at least $10 billion a year. 

That’s not even counting the high-value 
services in which our country leads the world, 
which are now largely shut out of many areas 
of South Korea’s economy. 

The Administration estimates that at least 
70,000 jobs will result from the free trade 
agreement with South Korea alone. 

That means paychecks for 70,000 American 
families. 

The years of delay in sending this agree-
ment to Congress since it was first signed in 
2007 have put U.S. businesses at a severe 
disadvantage. 

Earlier this year, the European Union’s free 
trade agreement with South Korea went into 
effect, giving their companies a major boost 
and resulting in lost sales for American com-
panies and lost jobs here in the U.S. 

But there is more at stake than just in-
creased exports. 

South Korea is a key U.S. ally in an unsta-
ble region of the world, where tens of thou-
sands of U.S. troops stand on guard against 
aggression, and where U.S. interests are in-
creasingly under threat from China and other 
countries. 

At a time when much of the world is waiting 
to see if the U.S. will retreat from its respon-
sibilities, passage of this free trade agreement 
will serve as a clear demonstration of our en-
during commitment to our ally South Korea 
and our determination to defend our interests 
throughout East Asia. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to vote for the 
U.S.-South Korea Free Trade agreement and 
for the creation of tens of thousands of jobs 
for the many Americans who desperately need 
them. 
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OPPOSITION TO THE KOREA, PAN-
AMA, AND COLOMBIA FREE 
TRADE AGREEMENTS 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 12, 2011 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to insert into the RECORD 
a letter from the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters in opposition to the Korea, Pan-
ama, and Colombia Free Trade Agreements. 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD 
OF TEAMSTERS, 

Washington, DC, June 15, 2011. 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of the 1.4 
million men and women of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, I am writing to 
urge you to oppose the three pending so- 
called free trade agreements (FTAs)—South 
Korea, Colombia, and Panama—when they 
reach the floor of the House for a vote. All 
three agreements are modeled after the job- 
killing North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA). 

Trade agreements based on the NAFTA 
model have resulted in nearly two million 
job losses in the U.S. The three pending 
FTAs continue this trend. With the unem-
ployment rate at a record high of more than 
nine percent, we must focus on job creation 
and growth in the U.S. Not only will these 
trade agreements result in job losses, they 

will further exploit workers and deny basic 
human rights. 

The South Korea FTA is projected by the 
Economic Policy Institute to cause job 
losses of 159,000 in the U.S. and the Inter-
national Trade Commission estimates the 
trade deficit will increase in seven high-pay-
ing sectors. In addition, the South Korea HA 
forbids reference to the International Labor 
Organization (ILO) conventions. 

The South Korea FTA’s investment chap-
ter would give South Korean investors rights 
to challenge U.S. laws, regulations, and even 
court decisions in international tribunals 
that circumvent the U.S. judicial system. 
Any potential benefit from reduced tariffs 
would be mitigated, as South Korea is one of 
the three countries that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Treasury lists as a currency manipu-
lator. 

Even more troubling is that the South 
Korea FTA lacks assurances that products 
assembled in South Korea will not contain 
parts from North Korea’s Kaesong Industrial 
Complex. 

These three pending agreements insult 
basic human rights. The country of Colombia 
remains the global capital for violence 
against workers; more unionists are killed 
every year in this country than any other 
country. Most recently, a lawyer rep-
resenting sugarcane workers was gunned 
down in May—only five weeks after a so- 
called U.S.-Colombia Labor Action Plan was 
released. 

Nearly 2,680 unionists have been murdered 
in the country. Only six percent of the mur-
ders have been prosecuted. Most are never 
even investigated. In June, a Colombian 
rights leader campaigning for the return of 
land snatched by illegal militias was gunned 
down. While the Action Plan is a step in the 
right direction, it does not go far enough to 
ensure enforcement and compliance. We 
must see real improvement in labor laws and 
a stop to the killing of unionists in Colom-
bia, before any trade agreement is approved. 
Simple public relations gimmicks and laws 
that go unenforced are not enough. 

The Colombia FTA will result in the fur-
ther displacement of the country’s Afro-Co-
lombian population. The country has the 
highest population of displaced people, an es-
timated 5.2 million. The agreement will only 
accelerate the displacement of impoverished 
Afro-Colombians and farmers. 

Panama remains one of the world’s top tax 
havens. The country is home to approxi-
mately 400,000 corporations, including U.S. 
firms, which incorporate in the country to 
avoid paying taxes. The pending Panama 
FTA does not require U.S. construction and 
other firm’s equal access to work on the 
Panama Canal improvement project. In addi-
tion, Panama continues to be a main site for 
drug money laundering by Mexican and Co-
lombian drug kingpins. 

Each of these three pending trade agree-
ments remains flawed. None will further U.S. 
job growth, which should be our nation’s top 
priority. Ensuring basic human rights and 
dignity is a moral imperative. For economic 
and moral reasons, we urge you to vote 
against these agreements. If you have any 
questions, please contact Lisa P. Kinard, Di-
rector, Department of Federal Legislation 
and Regulation, International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES P. HOFFA, 

General President. 

UNITED STATES-KOREA FREE 
TRADE AGREEMENT IMPLEMEN-
TATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JEFF DUNCAN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 11, 2011 

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to speak in opposition to H.R. 
3080, the Korean Free Trade Agreement. 

Earlier today, I voted to support free trade 
agreements with Colombia and Panama be-
cause I recognize the value of promoting trade 
with our neighbors. 

Unfortunately, the Korean trade agreement 
that we’re debating right now is deeply flawed, 
poorly negotiated, and will cost American jobs 
by picking winners and losers in the market 
place. 

The textile provisions alone in the agree-
ment will cost Americans nearly 40,000 jobs 
over the next 7 years. Sadly, many of those 
jobs will be lost in my own state of South 
Carolina. 

While this agreement gives South Korean 
goods duty-free entry into the U.S. market, 
American exports to South Korea will still be 
subjected to a 10 percent Tax. That amounts 
to an automatic 10 percent tariff on certain US 
goods, putting our manufacturers at an imme-
diate competitive disadvantage. Additionally, 
this agreement opens US markets to Korean 
goods, but doesn’t guarantee the Korean mar-
ket will be open for US goods. 

Finally, I’m concerned about this agree-
ment’s impact on our national security as it re-
lates to the extended domestic supply chain 
for industrial and military applications. These 
include fuel cells, oil booms, rapidly 
deployable shelters and tents, radar covers, 
Kevlar body armor for our troops, and many 
more advanced applications. This trade agree-
ment could have a major negative impact on 
the private sector’s ability to innovate and sup-
ply our military. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to send this 
trade agreement back to drawing board. For 
the sake of our economic and military security, 
I urge a NO vote. Thank you, and may God 
Bless America. 

JANUARY 20, 2011. 
DEAR REPRESENTATIVE, As representatives 

of the domestic textile and apparel sector 
and its nearly 600,000 workers, we strongly 
urge you to oppose the U.S.–South Korea 
Free Trade Agreement (KORUS). In regards 
to textiles and apparel, the FTA is seriously 
flawed and will result in the continued out-
sourcing of valuable textile, apparel and 
other manufacturing jobs. With our nation 
struggling through one of the worst eco-
nomic periods in its history, we believe the 
current agreement sends the wrong message 
to our workers and to American voters. 

During the past forty years, Korea has de-
veloped a sophisticated industrial and ap-
parel fabrics sector and, as a consequence, is 
the second largest exporter of textile yarns 
and fabrics to the United States. Although 
the U.S. textile sector is one of the most effi-
cient and quality-driven producers in the 
world, the Korean economy presents vir-
tually no export opportunities to Korea for 
U.S. textile producers. As a measure of this 
one-way trading relationship, the U.S. trade 
deficit in textiles and apparel totaled $708 
million in 2009. 

As a result, the textile industry asked the 
Obama Administration to make three fixes 
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